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Gerald is careful. Piggie is not.Piggie cannot help smiling. Gerald can.Gerald worries so that Piggie

does not have to.Gerald and Piggie are best friends.In Pigs Make Me Sneeze!, Gerald believes he

is allergic to his best friend! Will he have to stay away from Piggie forever?
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Think Dick and Jane. Or, nowadays, think Dick and Jane with rhyming to make phonics. They have

boring little stories that clearly repeat a lot of words for the sake of repeating them. I mean, they try,

they really do, but there's only so much most authors can do with a list of 300 words, most of them

short. These books are HARD to write.Consequently, when your kid or student has outgrown a

particular early reader, they're done with it. These books aren't REAL literature, after all. And real

books are what kids REALLY want to read. We keep telling them to slog through the boring early

readers and hope they take pride in the reading itself, but they WANT to read a good story.Enter

Elephant and Piggie. I don't know HOW Mo Willems does it, but with a few words and some simple

drawings he's able to make these amazingly funny stories. I'm 26 years old, and *I* look forward to

a new Elephant and Piggie book! These books last. You can use them as early readers. You can

read them to younger children. Your early reader will read them again and again - which is great,



because reading a text a second or third (or tenth) time is essential for building literacy skills. Plus,

the text consists entirely of dialog. Hysterical dialog. So when you read - even as an early reader! -

you have to ham it up. A lot. (The pictures help tell you the mood.) With any luck, this will help

prevent kids from developing that monotonous drone so many of them have when they read aloud.

YOU know the one, the one that can turn even the most exciting fight scene into a dirge? Dirges at

least have melody....
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